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Please arrange deliver following letter from Secretary to Chancellor as 
soon as possibles 
BEGIN QUOTE: 

January 29* 1959 
Hy dear Friends 

Xbu have, I knotf, received reports from your Ambassador here of the 
various conversations which Soviet Deputy Premier Anastas Mikoyan had with 
the President and myself during his visit to the United States. I need not 
tell you, therefore, that at his departure the Berlin situation stood ;}ust 
where it did at his arrival. Mr. Mikoyan took soma pains to convey by his 
manner an apparent willingness to be conciliatory. His actual words, 
however, showed no significant deviation from the Soviet position expressed 
oraUy by Premier Khrushchev and in the Soviet notes of November 27 and 
January 10, It is true that he said the Soviet demands were not intended 
as an ultimatum. Nevertheless, at no point did ha. .hint that, failing 
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nor of ooora. dM W ha« „y t . „*.. UrtWiilMWi,, 
i-pr^Md an KUcojm our flat to t«tton to fctfatain oar irlghta In B^Jto. 

«. . AM that -thing o* gr^t slgntfi«no. «.«.d f*o„ «,. talk, *» 
Hr. »ttaj-» h» „„do«bt«Uy di«ppoint.d many «ho. bafor. hi. arrive, had 
*~(UM that h. » U M Drl ng .■»-*«, .cptaU. offar froa th. SoTlat 3. 
I oaoaot.v that I w ^rartx greatly ^hwj. a . z m ^ ^^ ^ 
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that ks ara preparad to fight over Berlin. 
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We are still, far from fully developing a teotioal position which offers 
•one prospect for such a solution. We are also, like yourself, engaged in a 
review ^ our conwn position on substance to see if we can find a form of 
presentation more persuasive than our Qehev& efforts of 1$$$, i think we must 
realistically admit that the Soviet initiative has added a new psychological 
element in terms of expectancies, as weU as underlining the delicately poised 
post-war equilibrium In Central Europe. By pressing on the West's militarily 
exposed nerve in Berlin, the Soviets have in fact raised In urgent form the 
closely related* more general problems of a European settlement. Without the 
reunification of Germany in freedom no such settlement nor any real solution 
of . We8 * Berlla <»». *• found. 1 doubt that the Soviets are yet ready for any 
such general settlement on terms the West can accept. I am notwithstanding 
oonvlnc l^that we must make another effort in this direction as part of the 
process of dealing with the Berlin situation. 

^?^ B * .? tht ? k » wana moving towards a conference with the Soviets. Pro- 
viding the firmness of the Western allies remains evident, such a conference 
would provide 'the Soviets with a certain protective coloration under which they 
might withdraw from the dangerous?^^^,^ haa taken on West Berlin, 



I believe you will eonour thatii ^;^^^^oviet«'wiU postpone their 
onuounced plans in Berlin unless pro1§^|^^^ f<M ^ a ^ ag ^^f^, 
K on the other hand the Soviets ^'i^SmSSi^^ndBnmm will " 
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before facing the grave riak ..©j^ ■ a resort to force to maintain our position in 
West Berlin. V '.■„;.'.''.'• 

* agree witl* you,of course, that the draft, of ,#. so-called peaoe treaty 
attached to the Soviet note of January 10 is npt woeptable. Incidentally, 
one fairly olear lnpresslon we did reoeive from Klkoyaa was that, if we did not 
get involved in some sort of discussion, the Soviets and their satellites would 
proceed with the eigning of a peace treaty with the Fankow regime. 

This is another factor which makes olear v that we cannot merely reject the 
Soviet proposal and expect them to come up with a more acceptable one. I do 
1 net think this would be either realistic or tactically sound. We would wish 
to avoid too much delay in getting the Soviets around a table. 

Under these cirounetanoes, flexibility as to the agenda of such a con- 
ference would be to our 'advantage. We might simply say to the Soviet* that it 
would be fruitless for eitker side to attempt to dictate the agenda for dis- 
cussions on a subjeot as' broad as Germany, Accordingly ve might suggest that 



the foreign Alters of the four powers meet at Geneva In mid^pril to discuss 



INNER QUOTE the question of Germany El^itiN^B^ further suggest 

something along the lines^f 4$. arresgtoei*^^ 
with other interested parties. XfeWp^B^^ 
naturally want to work closely with your repreaentati^%e^ we do not 
have much time, and we have welcomed the" jsenerai willJr^ries^^-i^engs the 
early assembly of a four power working group in Washington- to serve as focal 
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point fop an exchange of views on both tactics and Stance. Its first task 
I suggest should be to prepare a draft reply to the Soviet note of January 10, 
I would visualise this reply as confined essentially to the procedural proposal 
which I have suggested above • 

We have been in touch with your Foreign Office, as well as with the 

British and French, to suggest that such a four power working group meet In 

Washington at the beginning of February and I would hope our rep]y to the 

, oei ore *tha 

Soviet note could go forward/«ga*fc» middle of February. 

As to the content of the Western position, I am persuaded that the West 
would have much to gain if we could in some fashion take advantage of the great 
asset which the Federal Republic has in the fact that political ideals and con. 
ditions of freedom in the West attract an overwhelming percentage of the 
population of the Soviet Zone, We have, as you know, urged that your Government 
give some thought as to how we might take advantage of thU fact in any di*. 

Ideas on 



cusslons with the Soviets* and we are attempting to, come up with some ldi 
ls would be willing, periiaps 



SWSIfe" 1 * 



convenient, I 




j/«s?Kto visit you in Bonn, and away from the pressure of other problems, 
J discuss tosse questions with you and Herr von Brentano in tfc § ught of the de- 
i weloping situation. I would probably stop briefly at London and Paris en route. 
I suspect you idll not be surprised that Nlicoysn waa less than complimentary 

in some of his ref ersnoes, publicly and privately, ^ you personally and some of 

your colleagues. One of his efforts - and a #»*i^^ 

W to seek to drive a wedge between us. '■■^"W^ik^. 

Faithfully yours, ; ' Vl ' ;A ' : 

JBBsWoster Dulles 
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